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Making every second count: The creation of Indian

Standard Time at Delhi’s NPL
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From February 2027, Indian Standard Time — ascertained in

one room in Delhi — will become the country’s only legal time.

This requires that IST be drawn from an authorised Indian

source. Getting there means audits of every bank, telco, and

data centre, and reviving India’s homegrown satellite network,

finds Jacob Koshy
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National Physical Laboratory (NPL) Director Venu Gopal Achanta and Poonam Arora,

Scientist G, during a conversation at NPL in New Delhi. | Photo Credit: Shashi

Shekhar Kashyap

Indian Standard Time (IST) is created at the CSIR-National Physical Laboratory

(NPL) in a room the size of an office cubicle, on a sprawling Delhi campus, not far

from where the Green Revolution took root. Created, not in the Einsteinian way of

space and gravity doing mysterious things, nor in the pejorative way about Indian

time being stretchable. Time here emerges as a consensus of a parliament of clocks.
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Parliament is not stretching the comparison. NPL’s foundation stone was laid in 1947

and its building opened in 1950, the year India brought its Constitution to effect. No

other institution clocks itself so exactly to the nation’s origin. On 27 August, the

Department of Consumer Affairs notified the Legal Metrology (Indian Standard Time)

Rules, 2026, which make IST the only permissible time reference in the country for

legal, administrative, commercial and official purposes, require that it be drawn from

an authorised Indian source, and come into force in the last week of February 2027.
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https://pf-prod-intermediate-state.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/data-production/pdf_staging_1790574928395_d84a3969ee2976b3.html?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Content-Sha256=UNSIGNED-PAYLOAD&X-Amz-Credential=ASIA6GSNG2QV5GJ73VYR%2F20260928%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20260928T055528Z&X-Amz-Expires=900&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGQaCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJHMEUCIFk2zWoOFEcSnZ2n9sBNexjcp4Hn2YpXEaVBn%2FE%2Fx7OZAiEAzyQgxg3oh3gwMIVYe2XdQrsoBMM2enP8AI3qY8Do8uYqiQQILRAAGgw5NzYxOTMyNDYyNTEiDPCRTA4LQd6Nzt4HGirmA01BX1QmcZ7frovTh5ddqLT7u1auCL40wUXR8cM5A84y3BxsWG1G70gJj6udKKxN3XHI0N0twdFqhJQvYuZZOXMbiizsm6LPwWyRRddzxyEiGORxbUelI4Rs1ZGnnUnr0cR8ONeCvpQWnFPuMMmsOf0UV%2FoXCQMkM%2F2cFv4IHqcQEdYY6JgmIopGYRgTR3h2s8aFehqo5KPhg0JXAd4REh5K98e4eXOkMUTBgpQDZc%2F%2FcWxY7bNVuySFPuWB%2FMBW3p1TJ9k%2BMJ5SUc4Rd%2FDgk1hhuiG%2BdR9NaxVlH3uqjk8%2FDZEpo8AHHXDd9KlMMLSleE9qGmyHQFz12Wd2LaWC8y0G975kCTz7agud87bmgl%2By%2Fel0BqZYYl6IlW5F9NxT67izGFKrPY8V%2FBVEnAHyqjGsZOpQw8oGwxgs9mPAb2ZDCmm2ATfFkHvHltZf0v69NFt1jQlnJKQ2OdTDilXTJ%2BDaeA2NuagxOdjhsLciV9bh1B9Zb7WUBBWdOztKSZU42q3rNaO4AV11N6lOacDnnarrx4iesOouYxIa2fK%2BPVzgqcsYmM%2BC5ClM2zHi9sJ1X%2B94lGIHUlizg7IGvFADzr%2FpqCbRcd9u7QdCm98K8gdssa%2BE%2BdaK1%2B4%2BiBZkkvxGCZULoWgoQjDEv%2BfVBjqlAYlD5FWyd9T44ytzbmZprk169AKqoSugZoHIXebGtLsrXD%2FPt0fmSvDJJzWZc6TPfqLoy7vgudOOFXpPKUnbD7pbS%2F6aA2CLFtX3rVslnDA6qk%2FOPS9k3wou%2FCYHObGOSbHfSN7dylK28prwmgRi%2Fq%2FLhOTVS2%2Bnu0retCqJMFB0BMcwrBzvrC2Qpcur8M51ymgNU%2BSj4Wjgi9dMFlwxIetr7TxhWA%3D%3D&X-Amz-Signature=700979cd4ff598efb647425e3f6f44ba1b06460882de007b87f4f47846e4741d&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&x-amz-checksum-mode=ENABLED&x-id=GetObject

